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CLIENTS AND PROGRAMS OR REJUVENATION 
VEHICLE 

The clients for thia residence are a familj of four-a father- 
businessman. a mother-gallerj ouner  and t ~ o  daughters-all of 
M hom travel extensi~ elj. "Home" addresses would include 
Toronto. London and nou Tindermere. The house is concei~ ed 
as a retreat in an un-spoilt environment. It is designed prirnaril! 
\\ith small scale domestic uses in mind. The house is also 
adaptable to large scale entertaining. accommodating laried 
numbers of occupants from one to sekeral. in a comfortable and 
gracious. yet efficient and informal manner. 

One approaches the site on land, from the north. arrixing at the 
highest point on the site. Here a court is cleared in the brush, 
with the residence to the immediate ~+est .  This relatikely high 
ele~ation a l l o ~ s  e n t r ~  at an upper. or more precisely. middle 
level. This middle e n t r ~  leiel consists of a large open loggia. a 
glazed office/apart~nent. an outdoor kitchen. a bathroom nith 
outdoor ahouer. and storage. The  front door opens to a fo!er 
~ + i t h  stairs that lead down to the  main l i ~ i n g  areas and lo\+er 
terrace. and lead up to the bedroorrls and roof terrace. 

The lower level consists of a kitchen area. a li~~ing/dining area 
and a srnall office. with a small terrace and stairs to the adjacent 
western shore and a large terrace and lap pool with outbuild- 
ings to the south. In addition to the house proper. various small 
landscape shelters and miniature garden follies are planned for 
the site. 

RESPONSES, FORVS AND USES 

EARTH. I s  with qites on the sea. the context if dominated 
xisuall! b! the horizontal line of the ocean/&! seam. Hard 

geometries occur relatilelj rarelj in nature and the nominal 
straight line of the sea is one oi tile most dramatic of such 
instances. The less innocent line found at  the  island is that of 
the imposed road that runs its course north-south. leading to 
our site at its southern tip.(l) 

P; e might plausibl! suggest. in semi-fictional chronologj. that 
our first thought was to impose another line. now running east- 
\$est, perpendicular to the man-made datum of the road and 
parallel to the pelail ing winds and the potential s u q e  of the 
ocean.(%) F e modeled this line as a \+all. This perpendicular 
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datum was then widened in the middle, making it more 
resilient. and the resultant mirror-\+edge is pulled through the 
r o c l ~ ( 3 )  F ind  and hydrolog haxe fashioned a marine-form that 
cleaves the land and creates and organizes spaces. 

SPICE. The main spaces of the house are organized along the 
south side of this vall. 411 of these spaces afford a 180 degree or 
15ider vie\+ of the landscape of the island and its surrounding 
shoreline. Stacked three stories high. all of these spaces are 
c o n c e i ~  ed in intimate relation to the out of doors. \ ast concrete 
ceilings organize open spaces in relation to glasc enclosu~e. 

The porch is a notable. and sometimes unfortunate. omission in 
m a n j  of the canonical uorlts of modern architectu~c. This loss 
ran be  more 1Leenll felt in southern climates where the porch 
pei-forms a primal? role b~ cooling the interiors. proliding an 
outdoor retreat and contributing to a complex and subtle 
relation of interior and exterior spaces. In this house the porch 
is subsumed nithin the l i ~ i n g  spaces. 

SLh.  Eler:, floor is conceiled oi as a type of porch ol loggia. a 
protected sem-exterior space. The finishes contribute to thi- 
perception-floor to ceiling glass with smooth stucco on all 
\+ails-both interior and exterior. The floors are stacled three 
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high and the  glazing is placed hack from the southern edge a 
full 3'--1". This  setl~acl;. in conlbinatiori ~ i t h  r e m o ~ a b l e  canvas 
awnings, blocks sun from the interior slabs Jeai round. 

F ITER. T h e  vatel suppl! is collectrd at the site and 
supplemented b j  a municipal uater line. The roof slab pitches 
up to the east and \$eat. collecting and m o ~ i n g  ~ j a t e r  from the 
roof to the helonground cistern located to the north. This  nater 
source can also feed the lap pool to t h ~  south. The pool ~ \ a t e r  
nil1 be treated \+it11 ultra\iolet light rather than chlorinr. 
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CORSTRUCTIOU, R14TERIALS AhD R'I RZBER gra? and siher.  The entire house is made of locallj rnariufac- 
tured concrete block and poured-in-place conclete. firiished for 

Kith a sirnilar approach to interior and exterior firliahes. the the most part inside and out in smooth gray stucco. The 

llouse is and conlposed T,;th a Inin;InuIn exterior terraces and retaining walls are concrete and stone. 1 

oi nlater;als and a mirl;nluIIl of details. ~h~ f e ~ j  exterior contrrte walls s h o ~  conch shells applied in a 

structure is lalgelj mono-chromatic-a feu select materials in pattern. 


